What is claimed is: 
1-20 (cancelled) 

21 . (currently amended) A valve assembly comprising: 

a solenoid coil adapted to generate a magnetic flux, and having a longitudinal 

axis and a bore coaxial therewith; 
an axially translatable armature made of a magnetic material, said armature 

supported within an armature cavity for axial translation along said 

longitudinal axis; 

a magnetic pole piece disposed within said bore of said solenoid coil, said 
magnetic pole piece having a lower distal end and being magnetically 
coupled to said armature and forming an axial air gap and a radial air gap 
between said armature and said lower distal end of said magnetic pole 
piece, said magnetic pole piece comprised of a sleeve piece portion and 
an axial portion, said sleeve piece portion further comprised of a relatively 
thin portion contiguous with said sleeve piece portion, said relatively thin 
portion rapidly saturating when said valve assembly is subject to said 
magnetic flux and being magnetically coupled to said armature; 

a valve unit, mechanically coupled to said armature, said valve unit having an 
interior valve poppet cavity in fluid communication with a fluid inlet port to 
which fluid is applied at a first fluid pressure and a fluid exit port from 
which said fluid is output at a second fluid pressure and containing a valve 
seat therebetween, said valve seat adapted to be closed by a valve 
closing assembly comprised of a valve poppet mechanically coupled to 
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said armature, so as to regulate fluid flow between said fluid inlet port and 
said fluid exit port; 

an armature centering mechanism to prevent off-axis tilting of said armature; 
and 

a fluid pressure balancing arrangement adapted to compensate for said first 
fluid pressure and said second fluid pressure being exerted against said 
valve poppet, said fluid pressure balancing arrangement comprising a 
diaphragm between said armature cavity and said interior valve poppet 
cavity and a fluid communication path through said valve closing 
assembly, said fluid communication path providing fluid communication 
between said fluid exit port and said armature cavity. 

22. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said valve poppet further comprises a sealing ring disposed on a poppet face 
of said valve poppet to form a fluid-tight seal between said valve poppet and 
said valve seat in a manner that prevents fluid communication between said 
fluid inlet port and said fluid exit port. 

23. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said armature is further comprised of a ferrule-shaped projection, said ferrule 
shaped projection of said armature forming said radial air gap between said 
magnetic pole piece and said armature. 

24. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said lower distal end of said magnetic pole piece is further comprised of a 
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ferrule-shaped projection, said ferrule-shaped projection forming said radial 
air gap between said magnetic pole piece and said armature. 

25. (cancelled) 

26. (currently amended) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein said 
sleeve pole piece portion and said relatively thin portion of said magnetic pole 
piece are solid with a lower portion of said magnetic pole piece so that 
support for and axial alignment of said lower distal end of said magnetic pole 
piece relative to said armature is provided by said relatively thin portion and 
said sleeve pole piece portion of said magnetic pole piece continuous 
therewith, and is exclusive of a non-magnetic element. 

27. (currently amended) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein said 
relatively thin portion, said sleeve piece portion, and said lower portion of said 
magnetic pole piece are adapted to receive said solenoid coil. 

28. (currently amended) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein said 
sleeve piece portion of said magnetic pole piece further includes a radially 
inwardly projecting portion that is adjacent to, but radially spaced apart from, 
and magnetically coupled to said armature. 

29. (currently amended) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein said 
sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece are 
configured to be one integral component. 

30. (currently amended) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein said 
axial portion of said magnetic pole piece is axially adjustable relative to said 
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sleeve piece portion and said relatively thin portion of said magnetic pole 
piece. 

31. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 30, wherein 
said sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece 
are provided with a fluid seal therebetween. 

32. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said assembly further includes a biasing member disposed substantially 
within said bore of said solenoid coil and between said magnetic pole piece 
and said armature for biasing said armature away from said lower distal end 
of said magnetic pole piece. 

33. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 32, wherein said biasing member is a spring. 

34. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said diaphragm has an annular area substantially the same as an annular 
area of said valve seat. 

35. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said armature centering mechanism is a pair of spiral-configured suspension 
springs. 

36. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said valve assembly further comprises an O-ring to prevent fluid leakage 
between said valve unit and said armature cavity. 

37. (currently amended) A solenoid-actuated valve assembly comprising: 
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a solenoid coil having a longitudinal axis and a solenoid bore coaxial 
therewith, said solenoid coil producing a magnetic flux; 

a magnetic pole piece comprised of an axial portion, a lower distal end, and a 
sleeve piece portion, said magnetic pole piece supported within said 
solenoid bore and exclusive of the use of non-magnetic material, said 
sleeve piece portion further comprised of a relatively thin portion 
contiguous with said sleeve piece portion, said relatively thin portion 
rapidly saturating when said valve is subject to said magnetic flux; 

an axially translatable armature made of a magnetic material, said armature 
being supported substantially within an armature cavity for axial translation 
along said longitudinal axis, said armature forming an axial gap and a 
radial air gap with said magnetic pole piece, said armature magnetically 
coupled to said relatively thin portion of said magnetic pole piece, and said 
armature having an internal bore therethrough providing fluid 
communication with said solenoid bore; 

a valve unit, mechanically coupled to said armature, said valve unit having an 
interior valve poppet cavity in fluid communication with a fluid inlet port to 
which fluid is applied at a first fluid pressure and a fluid exit port from 
which said fluid is output at a second fluid pressure and containing a valve 
seat therebetween, said valve seat adapted to be closed by a valve 
closing assembly comprised of a valve poppet mechanically coupled to 
said armature, so as to regulate fluid flow between said fluid inlet port and 
said fluid exit port; 
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an armature centering mechanism to prevent off-axis tilting of said armature; 

a fluid pressure balancing arrangement adapted to compensate for said first 
fluid pressure and said second fluid pressure being exerted against said 
valve poppet, said fluid pressure balancing arrangement comprising a 
diaphragm between said armature cavity and said interior valve poppet 
cavity and a fluid communication path through said valve closing 
assembly, said fluid communication path providing fluid communication 
between said fluid exit port and said armature cavity; and 

a spring disposed substantially within said solenoid bore of said solenoid coil 
and between said magnetic pole piece and said armature for biasing said 
armature away from said lower distal end of said magnetic pole piece. 

38. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said valve poppet further comprises a sealing ring disposed 
on a poppet face of said valve poppet to form a fluid-tight seal between said 
valve poppet and said valve seat in a manner that prevents fluid 
communication between said fluid inlet port and said fluid exit port. 

39. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said armature is further comprised of a ferrule-shaped 
projection, said ferrule shaped projection of said armature forming said radial 
air gap between said magnetic pole piece and said armature. 

40. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said lower distal end of said magnetic pole piece is further 
comprised of a ferrule-shaped projection, said ferrule-shaped projection 
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forming said radial air gap between said magnetic pole piece and said 
armature. 

41. (cancelled) 

42. (currently amended) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said sleeve pole piece portion and said relatively thin 
portion of said magnetic pole piece are solid with a lower portion of said 
magnetic pole piece so that support for and axial alignment of said lower 
distal end of said magnetic pole piece relative to said armature is provided by 
said relatively thin portion and said sleeve pole piece portion of said magnetic 
pole piece continuous therewith, and is exclusive of a non-magnetic element. 

43. (currently amended) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said relatively thin portion, said sleeve piece portion, and 
said lower portion of said magnetic pole piece are adapted to receive said 
solenoid coil. 

44. (currently amended) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said sleeve piece portion of said magnetic pole piece 
further includes a radially inwardly projecting portion that is adjacent to, but 
radially spaced apart from, and magnetically coupled to said armature. 

45. (currently amended) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said 
magnetic pole piece are configured to be one integral element. 

46. (currently amended) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece is axially 
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adjustable relative to said sleeve piece portion and said relatively thin portion 
of said magnetic pole piece. 

47. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 46, wherein said sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said 
magnetic pole piece are provided with a fluid seal therebetween. 

48. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said diaphragm has an annular area substantially the same 
as an annular area of said valve seat. 

49. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said armature centering mechanism is a pair of spiral- 
configured suspension springs. 

50. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 37, wherein said valve assembly further comprises an O-ring to prevent 
fluid leakage between said valve unit and said armature cavity. 

51. (currently amended) A valve assembly comprising: 

a solenoid coil adapted to generate a magnetic flux, and having a longitudinal 

axis and a bore coaxial therewith; 
an axially translatable armature made of a magnetic material, said armature 

supported within an armature cavity for axial translation along said 

longitudinal axis; 

a magnetic pole piece disposed within said bore of said solenoid coil, said 
magnetic pole piece comprised of an axial portion, a lower distal end, and 
a sleeve piece portion, said magnetic pole piece being magnetically 
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coupled to said armature and forming an axial air gap and a radial air gap 
between said armature and said lower distal end of said magnetic pole 
piece, and said sleeve piece portion further comprised of a relatively thin 
portion contiguous with said sleeve piece portion, said relatively thin 
portion rapidly saturating when said valve is subject to said magnetic flux; 
a valve unit, mechanically coupled to said armature, said valve unit having an 
interior valve poppet cavity in fluid communication with a fluid inlet port to 
which fluid is applied at a first fluid pressure and a fluid exit port from 
which said fluid is output at a second fluid pressure and containing a valve 
seat therebetween, said valve seat adapted to be closed by a valve 
closing assembly comprised of a valve poppet mechanically coupled to 
said armature, so as to regulate fluid flow between said fluid inlet port and 
said fluid exit port; 

an armature centering mechanism to prevent off-axis tilting of said armature; 
and 

a fluid pressure balancing arrangement adapted to compensate for said first 
fluid pressure and said second fluid pressure being exerted against said 
valve poppet, said fluid pressure balancing arrangement comprising a 
diaphragm between said armature cavity and said interior valve poppet 
cavity and a fluid communication path through said valve closing 
assembly, said fluid communication path providing fluid communication 
between said fluid exit port and said armature cavity. 
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52. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said valve poppet further comprises a sealing ring disposed on a poppet face 
of said valve poppet to form a fluid-tight seal between said valve poppet and 
said valve seat in a manner that prevents fluid communication between said 
fluid inlet port and said fluid exit port. 

53. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said armature is further comprised of a ferrule-shaped projection, said ferrule 
shaped projection of said armature forming said radial air gap between said 
magnetic pole piece and said armature. 

54. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said lower distal end of said magnetic pole piece is further comprised of a 
ferrule-shaped projection, said ferrule-shaped projection forming said radial 
air gap between said magnetic pole piece and said armature. 

55. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said sleeve pole piece portion and said relatively thin portion of said magnetic 
pole piece are solid with a lower portion of said magnetic pole piece so that 
support for and axial alignment of said lower distal end of said magnetic pole 
piece relative to said armature is provided by said relatively thin portion and 
said sleeve pole piece portion of said magnetic pole piece continuous 
therewith, and is exclusive of a non-magnetic element. 

56. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said relatively thin portion, said sleeve piece portion, and said lower portion of 
said magnetic pole piece are adapted to receive said solenoid coil. 
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57. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said sleeve piece portion of said magnetic pole piece further includes a 
radially inwardly projecting portion that is adjacent to, but radially spaced 
apart from, and magnetically coupled to said armature. 

58. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece 
are configured to be one integral component. 

59. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece is axially adjustable relative to 
said sleeve piece portion and said relatively thin portion of said magnetic pole 
piece. 

60. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 59, wherein 
said sleeve piece portion and said axial portion of said magnetic pole piece 
are provided with a fluid seal therebetween. 

61. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said assembly further includes a biasing member disposed substantially 
within said bore of said solenoid coil and between said magnetic pole piece 
and said armature for biasing said armature away from said lower distal end 
of said magnetic pole piece. 

62. (previously presented) The solenoid-actuated valve assembly according to 
claim 61, wherein said biasing member is a spring. 
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63. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said diaphragm has an annular area substantially the same as an annular 
area of said valve seat. 

64. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said armature centering mechanism is a pair of spiral-configured suspension 
springs. 

65. (previously presented) The valve assembly according to claim 51, wherein 
said valve assembly further comprises an O-ring to prevent fluid leakage 
between said valve unit and said armature cavity. 
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